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In New Hampshire, at that period, the Federal-
ists were the ruling party, and the Congregational-
ists formed the state church. The people were, in
practice, taxed to support Congregational churches,
and the clergy of that denomination were ex-
empted from taxation. All the Congregational
ministers were stanch Federalists and most of
their parishioners were of the same party. The
college, the only seat of learning in the State, was
one of the Federalist and Congregational strong-
holds.

After several years of fruitless and bitter con-
flict, the Wheelock party, in 1815, brought their
grievances before the public in an elaborate pam-
phlet. This led to a rejoinder and a war of
pamphlets ensued, which was soon transferred to
the newspapers, and created a great sensation and
a profound interest. Wheelock now contemplated
legal proceedings. Mr. Plumer was in ill health,
Judge Smith and Mr. Mason were allied with the
trustees, and the president therefore went to Mr.
Webster, consulted him professionally, paid him,
and obtained a promise of his future services.
About the time of this consultation, Wheelock
sent a memorial to the Legislature, charging the
trustees with misapplication of the funds, and va-
rious breaches of trust, religious intolerance, and
a violation of the charter in their attacks upon
the presidential office, and prayed for a commit-
tee of investigation. The trustees met him boldly